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PREFACE. 


J.  MUST  convert  the  preface  to  an  incongru- 
ous ufe,  and  make  it  nothing  but  an  infertion, 
ferving  to  admonifh  and  recognize  a  clafs  of 
refpedable  Patriots  called  Whigs,  (forgot  in 
the  body  of  the  work)  who  ferve  unintention- 
ally as  the  edge  of  the  wedge,  or  point  of 
the  arrow,  to  the  general  clafs  of  revolu- 
tionifls  j  who,  if  left  to  themfelves,  w^ould 
be  blunted  in  power  by  their  defperate  cir- 
cumflances  and  immoral  charaders,  and  their 
Jacobinical  zeal  would  ferve  only,  to  alarm  and 
unite  more  firmly,,  the  friends  of  Britain, 
whofe  ineflimable  conftitution  has  been,  and 
flill  continues  to  be,  the  matrix  of  all  focial 
and  moral  perfe(5lability. 

2  I  recommend 
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1  recommend  to  all  Britons  fenfible  of  the 
pcrfedtability  of  human  nature,  to  turn  all 
their  attention  to  the  temperate  inftrudion 
of  the  people,  in  the  bofom  of  their  families, 
to  increafe  thought,  and  to  difcountenance  all 
public  ail^:mblics,  the  fchools  of  fanaticifm, 
difcord,  and  revolution,  tending  to  excite 
dangerous  and  precipitate  adion,  the  blight 
ef  all  perfedability ;  acid  let  government 
form  the  ligatures  of  the  patient,  while 
philofophy  conduds  the  knife  of  operation 
to  couch  the  catarad  of  prejudice  in  the 
mental  eye. 


THE 


TOCSIN  OF  BRITANNIA. 


i.  HE  awful  importance  of  the  prefent  crifis 
diverts  my  mind  from  the  profecution  of  a 
work  of  the  moft  profound  theory,  and  calls 
imperioufly  its  attention  to  the  praaice  of 
life,  to  difcover  that  delicate  and  precife  line  of 
condua  which  is  to  guide  political  prudence, 
to  preferve  focial  peace,  the  only  medium  of 
the  exigence  or  improvement  of  intelled,  the 
fource  of  univerfal  good. 

I  have  travelled  over  the  moft  intereftinc 
parts  of  the  globe,  have  obferved  the  mifer! 
able  condition  of  human  aggregation,  formed 
by  various  modifications  of  civil  power,  but 
England  is  the  only  country  m  which  I  have 
met  with  moral  union,  exalting  man  to  the 
moft  elevated  flate  of  civilization. 
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By  moral  union,  I  mean  the  qualities  of 
thought  and  reflexion  pervading  a  very  coii- 
liderable  mafs  of  the  community,  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  take  a  comprehenfive  view 
of  their  political  conftitution,  to  judge  of  it,  noC 
as  a  perfect  immutable  fyftem,  but  as  an  ex- 
periment of  policy  adapted  to  the  prefenE 
predicament  of  things,  efteding  not  pofitive 
good,  but fubftituting  leffer  to  greater  evil;  and 
fo  difpofed  as  to  tend  towards  perfe<£labil-ity  with 
a  gradation  fuitable  to  the  improvin-g  progrefs 
of  hum.an  intelled  and  the  mutability  of 
nature. 

The  great  majority  of  the  community,  irf 
whom  thoudit  and  rcfledion  have  lefs  infiu- 
ence,  thefe  form  a  fadious  leaven,  whofe  minds 
delighting  in  contingency,  regard  the  revo- 
lutions of  a  country  with  the  fame  indifference 
as  the  revolutions  of  domeftic  or  individual 
life,  and  providing  the  day  prefents  a  novelty 
of  occurrences,  they  feel  no  apprehenlioa  of 
confequences  deftrudlive  of  focial  peace. 

If  we  examine  the  conduct  of  the  revolu- 
tionifts  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  they 
feem  equally  aduated  by  the  common  principle 
of  contingency,  and  hollility  to  fyftem ;  and 
though  the  ruins  of  civil  Ibciety  are  flill 
fmoaking  after  the   conflagration  of  its  edifice 

in 
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in  France,  they  ceafe  not  to  throw  around 
their  inflammatory  embers  in.  thislfland  ;  thefe, 
however,  falling  upon  the  non-combuflive  mat- 
ter of  a  thoughtful  people,  have  no  effedl, 
while  the  more  durable  or  hotter  embers  are 
extinguiihed  by  a  Philofophic  Jury,  who  know 
how  to  difcriminate  the  treacherous  demagogue 
from  the  temperate  and  honeft   reformer. 

It  is  impoffible  for  a  patriot  Englishman  Vo 
read  the  fpeeches  of  parliamentary  demagogues 
without  feeling  the  moll  violent  fpafms  of 
indignation.  One  of  the  moft  thoughtlefs,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  moft  active,  not  long 
ago  called  upon  the  minifter  to  declare  a  rule 
or  fyflem  for  war  carried  on  againft  a  people 
who  had  deftroyed  all  rule  and  all  fyftem, 
opening  a  vortex  which  threatened  to  in- 
gulph  all  civilized  fociety.  The  reply  of 
the  minifler  (hewed  that  he  poiTefTed  the 
charadteriftic  thought  of  the  people  he 
ferved,  viz.  *'  that  national  fafety  could 
have  no  criterion  but  exifting  circumftances ;" 
which  wife  anfwer  feems  drawn  from  a  great 
moral  axiom,  that -all  principle  muft  contain 
the  quality  of  *  flexibility  as  to  rule  or  capacity 

*  Among  patriots,  the  word  conftitution  means  nothing  but 
falus  populi  inprema  lex  ;  but  when  they  ufeit  to  the  fadtious,  it 
means  fpecific  rule  or  immutable  law,  a  neceflarj'  barrier  to  the 
ibphittry  and  iubtlety  of  crafty  demagogues, 
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to  adapt  kfelf  to  predicament,  bat  immutable 
as  to  end,  the  pradical  point  of  union  of  in- 
dividual, and  univerfal  good,  from  which  is 
projecled  the  line  of  theory  or  perfedability  ; 
this  point  is  to  be  difcovered  only  by  the  exer- 
cife  of  thoudit  and  refie6lion  invefhio^atino:  the 
mofl  jufl:  and  moft  general  relations  of  things 
in  interminable  progreffion. 

Not  long  ago,  one  of  thefe  tboughtlefs  de- 
magogues demanded  an  expofition  of  the  quan- 
tity of  arms  this  nation  could  furnifh  in  cafe 
of  an  invafion  ;  it  was  obferved  in  reply,  that 
this  meafure  would  give  advantageous  know- 
ledge to  the  enemy  ;  the  motion  however  was 
flili  perilled  in,  becaufe,  forfooth,  the  cha- 
ra6ler  of  a  friend  was  implicated  in  the  quef- 
tion,  and  national  fafety  in  the  opinion  of  this 
demagogue  was  to  cede  to  private  affection. 

The  whole  tenor  of  the  fpeeches  of  thefe 
diffipated,  tboughtlefs  demagogues,  refembles 
more  the  pleadings  of  French  Advocates  than 
Englifh  Legiflators ;  they  are  replete  with 
chicane,  built  upon  the  inflexibility  of  *  rule 
without  refpedl  to  the  end,  with  which  doc- 
trine they  attempt  to  fix  the  mutability  of 
iiacure,    and   like    ignorant   pilots   would    fteer 

*  A  man  cf  principle  purfues  ever  the  flame  end,  making 
flexible  the  rule  of  nicans  ;  whereas  knaver)-  or  ignorance  fub- 
jlitutes  the  means  for  the  end,  and  the  rule  for  the  purpofe. 

the 


(     5    ) 

the  veffel  of  the  conftltutioii  or  flate  upon  a 
direcl  though  dangerous  courfe,  when  winds, 
rocks,  and  fhoals  of  exifting  circumftances  de- 
ir»and  a  circuitous  navigation  to  the  harbour  of 
fafety. 

I  do  not  mean  to  brand  the  whole  of  oppofi* 
tion  with  a  general  mark  of  reprobation  ;  I  am 
convinced  there  are  many  well  meaning  mem- 
bers who  are  employed  as  honeft  centinels  over 
the  balance  of  power,  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
and  treacherous  preponderancy  of  either  of  the 
three  ftates,  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  and  demo- 
cracy ;  and  to  preferve  unimpaired  the  nice 
equipoife  of  the  Britifh  Conflitution,  which 
folves  the  mod  difficult  of  all  problems,  a  fo- 
vereign  people  governed  by  a  fovereign  King, 
and  holds  out  an  incontrovertible  teftimony  of 
the  progrefs  of  thought  and  reflexion  towards 
the  climax  of  intelled  in  the  Ifland  of  Great 
Britain. 

I  muft  now  addrefs  myfelf  with  more  par- 
ticular and  difFufe  obfervations  to  the  inferior 
clafs  of  demagogues.  The  titles  of  their  differ- 
ent aflbciations  I  recommend  as  complete  lelTons 
for  the  condud  of  their  aclions ;  had  the  fociety 
for  conftitutional  information  been  guided  by 
their  appellation,  would  they  havehad  the  mad- 
uefs  or  folly   to  fend  deputies  from  a  drunken 
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club  to  reprefent  the  majefly  of  the  Englifh 
people?  In  Scotland,  (hould  they  not  rather 
have  fent  inveftigatory  publications  of  the 
fyflem  of  government  bsfl:  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  progrefs  of  human  inteiled,  addrefTed 
to  the  intelligent  and  thoughtful  part  of  thecoma 
rnunity,  and  not  inflammatory  penny  publica- 
tions to  be  forced  into  the  hands  of  thoughtlefs 
plebeians,  prone  to  precipitate  adion,  which  by 
deftroying  fyftem  muft  cauft  ever  the  retro-* 
gradation  of  in  relied  ? 

1  recommend  to  thefeconftitutional  inil:ru£lor8 
to  inform  themfelves  before  they  attempt  to 
inform  others,  and  when  they  have  matured 
in  their  own  focieties  the  Englilh  characteriftics, 
lhou"-ht  and  refle£tion,  they  may  then  diftribute 
them  to  others  who  would  become  affiliated 
members;  and  by  thus  increafing  thought,  the 
oreat  and  only  fource  of  good,  fentiment  would 
be  affimilated,  and  adion  would  move  in  unifon 
upon  the  graduating  line  of  perfedability.  In 
the  mean  time  I  muft  recommend  the  con- 
dud  of  thefe  alTociated  iiiilrudors  to  the  vi- 
gilance of  a  Britifn  Jury,  to  check  their  in- 
flammatory declamations  and  ambitious  dema-? 
aoo-ues,  and  by  a  wife  and  philotophic  verdid, 
mark  the  clear  demarcation  of  fedition  and 
jnftrudioa. 

There 
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There  Is  Another  defcriptlon  of  rerormers, 
who  have  afTumed  the  nobleil  of  all  titles,  viz^ 
friends  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  :  this  is  how- 
ever too  thin  a  veil  to  cafl  the  fhade  of  incoe- 
nition  over  their  notorious  and  inflammatory 
charadters  ;  had  their  intention  been  conformable 
to  their  pretenfions,  would  they  have  been 
wholly  'occupied  in  the  protedioii  of  bili 
flickers  aiid  preachers  of  fedition  ?  The  true 
friends  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  are  thofe 
only  who  confine  rt  to  inftrudion  and  no: 
inflammation,  to  thought  and  not  to  aclion,  for 
the  death  of  intelled:  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  the  liberty  of  paffion,  irreflcdion,  and 
thoughtleflnefs.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  mufl 
be  liable  to  the  fame  modifications  as  civil 
liberty. 

It  may  be  afked  bv  fome  well  meanlno- 
members  of  thefe  focieties,  whofe  benevolent 
difpofition  has  been  duped  by  the  fophiftry  of 
demagogues,  the  in fedts  of  contingency,  how 
are  plebeian  minds  to  be  enlightened,  if  oral  and- 
fcriptural  politics  are  not  to  be  addrefled  to 
them  ?  I  anAver,  by  Sunday  Schools,  by  the 
writings  of  inquifitive  philofophy  calculated  to 
prevent  the  precipitancy  of  aclion,  by  the  pro 
and  con  coniideraticns  of  good  and  evil,  infe- 
parable  from   all    inftitutions  ;     fuch  reafonino-^ 

repreffes 
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jeprefTes  paffion,  and  increafes  thought  an(5 
refledtion,  the  true  clue  for  graduating  reforma- 
tion which  leads  predicament  on  to  perfeda- 
bility.  ^ 

I  know  fome  of  thefe  popular  demagogues, 
and  I  am  confident  they  are  influenced  by  the 
bafe  motives  of  perfonal  vanity  or  perfonal  in- 
terefl: ;  they  pour  out  of  their  mouths  a  tor- 
rent of  verbofe  nonfenfe  in  the  midft  of  an 
alTembly  of  irreiledlive  youth,  holding  forth 
axioms  formed  and  adapted  to  the  primitive 
ages  of  an  innocent  and  unpopulous  world, 
which  they  recommend  to  the  pra6tice  of  a 
redundant  and  vitious  population  at  the  pre- 
fent  2era.  They  would  fuhflitute  the  fyftem 
of  a  fe6l  for  the  policy  of  a  nation  v^'hich  in- 
veighs againfl  murder,  and  oppofes  all  criminal 
juflice  and  national  war  ;  though  without  lega- 
lized murder  there  could  be  neither  internal  or 
external  peace  to  fociety.  The  applaufes  of 
the  majority,  and  the  pockets  of  the  minority 
of  the  audience,  furnifhes  aliment  to  the 
unprincipled  ardour  of  thefe  demagogues,  who 
are  cautious  to  read  and  hear  no  dilcourle 
but  what  conforms  to  their  habitual  affociation 
of  ideas,  which  is  fo  tenacious  that  the  fliarpefk., 
wedge  of  doubtful  wifdom  has  no  power  to  fe- 
parate. 

The 
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The  extreme  paucity  of  numbers  of  thefe 
Jacobinical  Reformers  would  have  judified 
the  moH:  contemptuous  fiience  ;  the  notice  here 
t-aken  of  them  was  intended  not  to  expofe, 
but  rather  to  inflru6l  and  inflil  into  their 
minds  of  wit  and  levity,  that  proportion  of 
thought  and  doubt  which  might  render  them 
naturally  and  civilly  true  Britilh  citizens. 

If  a  proof  was  flill  wanting  ta  corroborate 
the  teftimony  of  all  mankind  of  the  pre- 
em.inency  of  thought  and  fagacity  in  the 
Engliin  Nation  over  all  others,  it  has  been 
difcovered  in  the  aifociations  of  the  Yeoman- 
ry upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with 
France.  They,  with  the  mofi:  wonderful 
Britifh  intuition,  took  a  full  view  of  the 
moral  and  political  crifis,  and  judged  it  to  be 
a  war  of  focial  exigence..  They  difcovered 
that  the  irrefledive  difpofition  of  a  nation  de- 
praved by  defpotifm  and  fuperilition  had  no 
intention  to  reform,  but  to  deftroy  civil  order, 
and  to  fcramble  for  property  at  the  wreck, 
without  confidering  that  the  fcramble  muft  be 
perpetuated,  'till  the  mofl:  ferocious  defpotifm 
ihould  check  it ;  but,  like  the  dog  in  the  fable, 
they  look  only  to  get  fat,  and  have  not  re- 
flexion enough  to  forefee  the  chain  and  the 
collar. 
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Let  us  take  a  concife  view  of  the  French 
P.evolution,  and  we  fhall  find  that  in  no  one 
period  was  it  directed  by  fyftem  ;  the  forms  of 
various  conftitutions  impreiTed  on  parchment, 
but  not  the  mind,  had  fcarce  time  to  dry  ere 
plebeian  tumult  made  them  a  mockery.  The 
prefent  unparalleled  energy  of  popular  defpo- 
potifm,  the  pride  of  all  Jacobins,  muft  fub- 
iide  when  the  prefTure  of  foreign  hoflility 
which  has  created  it  fhall  be  removed.  Is  it 
pofiible  to  give  that  country  applaufe  for  the 
attainment  of  its  prefent  predicamental  ener- 
gy ?  It  refembles  the  river  difemboguing  itfeif 
into  the  fea,  and  not  the  climax  of  graduated  fyf- 
tem.  In  all.  defpotic  countries,  when  the  flood- 
gate of  power  is  broken  down,  the  want  of 
civic  knowledge  in  the  people  muft  carry, 
them  downwards  to  the  predicament  of 
plebeian  tumult,  when  law  and  order  affording 
no  prote6lion,  the  mind  overwhelmed  with 
horror  feeks  fafety  in  the  torrent  of  impulfe 
or  popular  frenzy,  which,  however  energetic 
for  the  moment,  muft  in  the  end  bring  civil, 
fociety  to  its  dilfolution. 

It  may  be  objccled  to  the  above  mode  of 
reafoning,  that  had  France  preferved  conftitu- 
tional  government,  it  could  never  have  pro- 
eg  red  an  energy  fuitable  to  its  hoftile  pre- 
dicament ; 
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■tilcament  ;  If  this  be  tru^  it  tends  to  prove 
that  the  gre.it  raafs  or  population  was  fo 
corrupt,  that  like  the  confumptive  patient, 
nothing  but  death  could  relieve  it.  The  re- 
combinations of  the  politic  body  after  dif- 
folution  is  as  little  fubje«£l  to  calculation  as 
the  human  body,  whofe  renovation  of  fenfatioa 
or  life,  mufl  be  influenced  by  the  exacl 
quantity  of  good  in  exifience  at  the  moment 
of  its  death. 

If  it  were  poflible  for  the  politic  body  to 
refifl:  the  evils  of  anarchy  till  education  might 
produce  a  new  generation,  and  reform  the  is:- 
iiorance  in  the  orreat  mafs  of  the  a  o^o- re  grated 
people,  anarchy  would  then  be  preferable  to 
defpotifm  ;  but  the  agonies  of  anarchy  are  like 
thofe  of  the  difeafe  of  the  ftone,  that  calls  upon 
the  lithotomift  of  power  for  immediate  cure 
or  immediate  diflolution. 

If  we  look  through  all  the  works  of  nature, 
we  find  all  the  parts  of  exifience  organized 
into  fyflem,  whofe  various  capacities  germinate 
into  energy  or  perfedability ;  fiiould  the  pre- 
dicament of  any  one  genus  or  fpccies  aflume 
an  unaccommodating  il:ate,  it  niutl:  draw  upon 
l^felf  either  injury  or  dilTolurion,  £'.  ^.  fhould 
fruit  trees  put  forth  their  blollbms  in  the  midfl 
of  winter,  the  froil  mufl  deflroy  them  ;  Ihould 
C  ^  a  nation 
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a  nation  annul  the^il  fyflem  of  private  pro* 
perty,  or  the  fubjeclion  of  the  minority  to  the 
Avill  of  the  majority  of  the  community,  called 
Government,  the  fafety  of  furrounding  na- 
tions, threatened  by  this  new  and  unaccom- 
modating predicament  of  revolution,  would 
oblige  them  to  oppofe  its  progrefs.  This 
mufi:  be  done  by  a  defenfive  and  not  an  ofFen- 
five  fyftem.  All  violent  and  unfyftematic 
revolutions  by  their  internal  concuffion  would 
ihake  the  cement  out  of  the  fecial  arch,  and 
caufe  an  inftant  explofion  of  all  its  parts,  if 
fome  external  weight  did  not  comprefs  it. 

The  above  reflexion  induces  me  to  propofe 
a  plan  ofcondu£l  to  the  confederate  nations  of 
Europe  in  the  prefent  awful crifis.  Theoffenfive 
operations  of  war  fhould  be  imm.ediately  put 
a  flop  to,  and  the  following  manifeflo  iilucd 
by  the  confederate  powers : 

In  the  facred  name  of  univerfal  good, 
enlightened  by  the  intelligence  of  progreffive 
truth,  fenfible  that  all  modes  of  being  are  co- 
exiftent  and  co-eflential  parts  of  one  great  in- 
teger, whofe  energies  operate  in  their  rcfpec- 
tivefpheres,  communicable  in  motival  influence 
but    incommunicable   in    motival    diredion,  * 

rendering 

*  The  higher  energies  of  nature,  eg,  the  fun  may  motivate 
a  man  to  walkout,  but  cannot  dlre<^  his  road.     Again,  the, 

head 
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rendering  thereby  every  fphere  the  final  and 
independant  direclor  of  its  own  colle6live 
energies,  to  produce  the  greateft  quantity  of 
good  to  felf  and  nature  in  time  and  eternity, 
meafured  by  and  related  to  the  circum- 
ference of  its  own  orbit ;  we,  the  Potentates 
of  Europe,  looking  upon  ourfelves  as  the 
central  and  protecting  energy  of  the  fenfitive 
fphere  of  exiftence,  by  this  manifeflo  make 
known  the  purity  of  our  intentions,  and  the 
expanlion  of  our  confcience,  enlightened  by  the 
knowledge  of  felf.  Whereas  the  nation  of 
France  is  overwhelmed  by  a  moil:  daneerous 
anarchy,  caufed  and  perpetuated  by  an  irrefiec- 
tive,  unprincipled,  and  ambitious  fadion,  who 
have  had  cunning  enough  to  infatuate  a 
thoughtlefs  multitude  with  the  tenets  of  un- 
modified liberty  and  equality ;  tenets  whofe 
leaven  mud  produce  the  mod:  incalculable 
fermentation  by  confounding  the  fool  and  the 
wife  man,  the  individual  and  the  public  will ; 
tenets,  which  have  fo  coiripletely  dedroyed 
all  fecial  order  by  fubverting  its  bafe,  viz.  the 
fecurity  of  property  and  the  fecurity  of  perfon  ; 
we  judge   it   expedient   for   the  protedion   of 

head  may  motivate  the  attitude  of  the  leg,  bnt  it  cannot  d[vc& 
its  circulation  to  prevent  an  ulcer  or  ablcefs.  The  final  or  di- 
reftive  energies  are  i.-^herent  in  all  modes  of  beirig. 
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intelle£l,  the  high  energy  of  this  ouf  fphefl^ 
of  exigence,  to  form  a  cordon  of  armies  upon 
the  frontier  of  our  own  territories  in  the  proxi- 
mity of  France,  to  repel  all  invafions  of  a  dif- 
tempered  and  delirious  people,  and  to  be  ready 
to  ftretch  out  a  protective  hand  to  that  remnant 
which  may  furvive  the  horrors  of  the  prefent 
depopulating  anarchy,  and  fhall  call  unequivo- 
cally for  relief  with  fuch  numbers  as  may  affure 
fuccefs.  We  are  determined  to  evacuate  all  our 
conquefls,  and  to  avoid  all  contefl  but  what  is 
purely  defenfive;  and  as  there  is  no  authority  in 
France  to  form  a  public  will  with  whom  trea- 
ties might  be  made,  we  are  neceffitated  to  de- 
Glare  a  peace,  though  we  know  no  nation  can 
hold  peace  with  others  that  cannot  firfl  give 
peace  to  itfelf,  and  fubjugated  by  a  faction  w^hofe 
powder  is  fupported  by  war.  We  hereby  make 
known  to  all  interefted  and  obfervant  nations, 
that  finding  the  phrenzy  of  the  French  people 
increafed  by  our  attack,  we  'are  determined  no 
more  to  penetrate  into  the  interior,  or  to  employ 
direct  or  indire6l  means  to  oppole  it ;  but  that 
we  will  wait  the  refjlt  of  this  wonderful  Revo- 
lution with  the  mofl  ardent  defire  that  good  may 
eventually  be  produced  :  but  we  can  entertain 
no  rational  hopes  that  the  increafe  of  intelle£l:, 
the  fource  of  all  good,  can  be  produced  by  any 

thing 


(  '5  ) 
ihing  but  civil  difcipline  accommodated  to  the 
powers  of  thought  and  refleclion  in  the  great 
niafs  of  the  people,  and  calculated  to  fupprefs 
paffion,  and  liberate  reafon,  or  difpaffionate  in- 
quiry,, in  a  modified  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

We  conjure  the  French  nation,  in  the  facred 
names  of  Truth  and  Nature,  to  attempt  the  re- 
eftabiilhment  of  fyftem,  which  may  organize 
the  great  mafs  of  population,  fo  as  to  give  power 
to  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  lay  down  fuch 
laws  as  may  be  adapted  to  the  prefent  human 
predicament  with  a  capacity  to  improve  into  a 
graduated  perfedability.  We  conjure  them  to 
reflect  that  all  mankind  are  but  fenlitive  bubbles 
on  the  great  ocean  of  matter,  breaking  and  reno- 
vating by  hfe  and  death,  and  that  from  the  mo- 
ral inftitutions  of  intellect  th"  turbulency  or 
tranquillity  of  that  ocean  is  affecled,  which 
tranfmit  g-ood  or  evil  to  the  identical  dilTolvinor 
and  renovating  matter  revolving  in  the  infepara- 
ble  union  of  felf  and  nature  to  all,  eternity. 

Were  the  above  meafures^  to  be  purfued  by 
the  confederate  powers,  the  fpring  of  the  revo- 
lutionary power  of  France  would  be  fo  relaxed, 
that  all  its  external  etforts  falling  back'  upon  its 
own  center  muft  caufe  a  complete  diffolution  of 
all  public  authority,  and  France  muft  become  a 
field  of  fuch  atrocious  md  infufferable  anarchy, 
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that  agonizing  humanity  would  call  upon  fur-« 
rounding  nations  for  protedion.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, order  fhould  miraculouCly  be  produced, 
all  nature  would  rejoice  at  fuch  an  event,  as  it 
mujfl:  accelerate  the  aera  of  univerfal  good. 

A  prefent  view  of  the  moral  ftate  of  France 
gives  but  little  reafou  to  hope  that  the  prefent 
Revolution  will  caufe  the  progreffion,  rather 
than  the  retrogradation,  of  univerfal  good.  It 
is  not  only  involved  in  a  chaos  of  pradlice,  but 
a  chaos^of  theory  alfo.  Leaders  of  the  moft 
popular  party  expiring  upon  the  fcaffold  ;  teach- 
ers of  the  mod  popular  opinions  ihut  up  in  pri- 
{on  ;  patriots  arreftcd ;  the  altar  of  liberty  co- 
vered with  mourning,  to  deter  the  inquiries  of 
juflice  into  the  enormous  peculation,  of  fcoun-. 
drel  demagogues  ;  virtue  at  fo  low  an  ebb,  that 
the  act  of  favinsi;  the  life  of  an  abandoned  found-, 
ling  is  reported  to  the  Convention  and  recorded 
as  a  prodigy,  and  many  other  ads  that  in  Eng-. 
land  are  fo  naturalized,  that  not  to  perform, 
them  would  expofe  a  man  to  public  contempt, 
are  recorded  in  French  annals  as  the  phenomena, 
of  private  virtue. 

Liflen  to  the  National  Aflembly  debating- 
upon  the  confifcation  of  foreign  property;  the 
maximum  of  advantage  was  made  the  criterioa 
of  their  dccifion  ;  no  repugnance  exprefl'ed  for 
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the  dereli.<f^ioii  of  the  facred  principle  of  natio- 
nal faith  and  inimutable  juftice  ;  no  modification 
propofed  which  policy  pleaded  for,  to  grant  a 
lubfiftence  to  thofe  creditors  whofe  property 
united  them  to  the  profperity  of  France.  The 
watch- word  was  plunder,  and  deteded  their 
lurking  principle  throughout  the  whole  Revo- 
lution, to  be  the  acquifition  of  property,  and 
the  quick  mode  of  transfer  fubftituted  to  the 
flow  and  unpleafant  mode  of  induftry. 

What  a  mark  of  plebeian  folly  does  the  late 
'decree  (refpecting  the  emancipation  of  the  (laves 
in  the  iflands)  betray  ;  this  was  done,  they  fay, 
to  fruftrare  the  plans  of  Pitt ;  a  fchool-boy 
would  immediately  have  detected  fo  grofs  an  er- 
ror :  this  decree  was  equivalent  to  thefurrender 
of  the  iflands,  and  will  change  capitulation  into 
invitation.  My  heart  fhudders  while  I  find  it 
necefTary  to  reprehend  fuch  meafures  of  appa- 
rent virtue  ;  but  I  know  the  character  of  the 
people  ;  they  do  every  thing  by  impulfe,  and 
nothing  by  reflection  :  they  are  fo  ihort-fighted 
and  improvident  that  they  never  can  fee  the  end, 
but  only  the  rule  or  means  of  aclion.  The  de- 
cree of  emancipation  will  be  the  fiat  of  maflfacre, 
and  the  anarchy  of  the  iflands  will  co-operate  in. 
its  own  limilitude  with  the  anarchy  of  the  me- 
tropolis, to  give  a  tremendous  but   important 
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leflon  to  mankiinl,  that  reafon  and  liberty  muft 
move  in  a  parallel  progrellioii  :  liberty  ever 
Ibme  few  paces  behind  ;  for  any  defultory  ad- 
vance rnuil:  have  a  recoil,  whofe  fuddeii  weight 
\v\]]  caule  the  retroojradation  of  both. 

The  thoughtlelTnefs  of  the  French  chara£ler, 
or  aversion  to  contemplate  propofitions  till  all 
their  relations  are  exhaiifl:ed>  in  the  double  ftate- 
ment  of  predicament  and  perfe5:ability,  render 
moral  truth  an  ignis  fatuus  to  miflead,  and  has 
induced  them  to  tranfmute  the  policy  of  thirty 
millions  of  corrupt  people,  into  a  fraternity  of 
affimilated  and  innocent  fedlarians :  the  charac- 
teriflic  vanity  of  the  nation  is  become  a  fpring 
of  univerfai  energy,  while  foreign  enemies  op- 
pofe  their  delirium,  and  they  would  fuffer  their 
bodies  to  be  reducetl  to  inanition  by  famine  in 
the  conieft,  providing  their  (kins  after  death 
were  fluffed  by  fame  in  the  temple  of  vanity, 
the  Pantheon  ;  where  nature,  the  integer  of 
exiflence,  is  rocked  to  deep  by  the  tranfmuta- 
tion  of  its  fractional  parts  in  the  opinion  of 
French  philoibphers. 

I   might  produce  a  variety  of  inconteflable 
fadlsto  prove  the  moral  chara6ler  of  the  French 
liation  incompatible  with   the  improvement  of 
civilization,  and  that  nothing  but  defpotifm  can 
preferve  them  from  t-otal  extirpation.     A  view 
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of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  city  of  Lyons  con- 
centers every  teftimony  corroborative  of  this 
fentiment.  It  is  called  the  enfrancbtfed  city. 
According  to  the  lateft  reports,  the  troops  of 
the  hne  had  been  fighting  for  three  days  and 
three  nights  with  the  national  guards.  Eighty 
thoufand  inhabitants  deprived  of  all  nneans  of 
fubfiftence.  The  dedrudion  of  Houfes.  The 
revolutionary  tribunal  with  fpies  and  execution- 
ers offering  the  only  remedy  of  the  fcaffold  to. 
thofe  whom  hunger  or  the  diflrefs  of  relatives 
might  caufe  to  figh  or  groan  loud  enough  to  be 
heard.  The  afylum  of  civic  virtue  with  its 
doors  fo  enveloped  in  the  fophiftry  of  Robefpe- 
rian  moderantifm,  that  no  one  can  find  its  en- 
trance placed  between  the  extremes  of  fuperfli- 
tion  and  atheifm,  patriotifm  and  moderantifm. 
Pere  then  we  have  a  view  of  the  firfl  enfran- 
chifed  city,  whofe  code  of  rights  terminates  in 
hunger  and  the  fcaffold,  and  this  paragon  of 
liberty  and  equality  muft  be  followed  by  every 
other  city  in  France,  when  the  confederate  pow- 
ers fhall  have  wifdom  enough  to  declare  a 
peace,  and  thereby  caufe  the  external  energies 
of  France  to  recoil  upon  their  own  center. 

Nothing  but  extreme  thought  and  fenfibility 

can  make  man  provident  of  the  end  of  action. 

Short-fighted,  unfeeling  ti>en  enter  upon  the  re- 

P  2  volution 


(       20       ) 

volution  of  a  nation  with  the  fame  indifference  ' 
as  the  revolution  of  a  dance,  and  they  are  dif- 
poled  to  caft  off  the  moft  facred  inftitutions 
with  the  fame  levity  as  they  would  caft  oft 
two  couple  ;  and  fuch  is  the  unhappy  moral 
ftate  of  the  French  nation,  who,  not  with  ftand- 
ing  all  their  ingenuity  in  the  field  of  knowledge, 
are  far  removed  from  wifdom,  which  can  be 
attained  only  by  learning  to  think  or  to  inverc 
the  mind  upon  itfelf,  the  only  operation  which 
can  produce  manhood. 

Should  the  prefent  war  be  continued  upon  an 
ofFenfive  fyftem,  I  predid  the  difiolution  of  fo' 
ciety  over  all  Europe,  and  its  confequent  fub- 
jeclion  to  Afiatic  tyrants.  The  energy  of 
France  in  proportion  to  the  prefLlire,  Uke  a  tube 
of  water,  will  overflow  upon  furrounding  na- 
tions to  refifl:  its  torrents,  the  great  mafs  of  the 
people  muft  be  armed  by  their  governments, 
and,  the  deftrudion  of  all  civil  authority  muft 
enfue. 

To  enable  Great  Britain  to  outlive  the  general 
wreck  of  civilization,  I  propofe  the  following 
meafures  to  be  purfued  : — That  a  conftitutional 
army  be  immediately  formed  of  all  men  of  pro-r 
perty  ;  that  the  qualification  of  a  volunteer  bean 
acre  of  land,  a  houfe,  oryj.500  fterling  in  ef- 
fedts  ;  thofe  individuals  whofe  fum  might  ex-j 
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peed,  fhould  have  the  privilege  to  guarantee  a 
volunteer  for  every  exceeding  fum  of  qualifica- 
tion he  poffefles,  or  20  acres  of  land  ;  that  an 
oath  (hould  be  adminiftered  to  maintain  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution  practically  and  theoretically, 
j:ill  the  mod  evident  majority  of  the  people  fo 
qualified  fhould  teftify  their  defire  to  reform  it. 

In  Great  Britain  property  is  fo  generally  dif- 
fufed,  that  I  have  no  doubt  3  or  400,000  men 
could  be  embodied,  armed,  and  difciplined, 
•yvhich  would  fecure  this  country  from  all  in- 
ternal or  external  afTaults.  The  thoughtful, 
refledive  chara£l:er  of  Britons,  the  product  of 
education  through  a  feries  of  ages,  enables  this 
country  to  view  the  very  efTence  of  the  prefent 
i:evolutionary  fpirit,  which  aims  at  nothing  but 
the  acquifition  of  property  by  the  fubftitution  of 
transfer  to  induflry.  The  defence  of  this  ifland 
in  fuch  a  conteft  can  no  lon9;cr  be  entrufled  to 
mercenary  and  ignorant  foldiers  liable  to  the  fe- 
dudtion  of  fophiftry  or  intereft,  by  whom  fubor- 
dination  is  at  all  times  regarded  as  the  greatefl 
of  all  evils,  and  nothing  but  the  fear  of  death 
holds  them  to  their  fundlions. 

This  conflitutional  army  is  to  be  called  out 
by  the  king,  and  pay  to  be  given  to  thofe  who 
cannot  fubfift  without  it.  The  eflablifhment 
alone  of  fuch  an  army  would  prevent  the  necef- 
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fuy  of  its  being  called  forth  ;  what  troops  dare 
mutiny,  what  infurgents  dare  aflemble,  what 
.enemy  dare  invade,  when  they  know  the 
government  of  this  country  is  fupported  by 
400,000  volunteer  citizens  aflembled  upon  the 
firfl  iignal  ?  Such  an  army  would  not  only  pre- 
ferve  this  ifland  from  the  general  wreck  of  ci- 
vilization, but  would  accelerate  the  progrefs  of 
human  perfedabihty  by  procuring  a  total  epian- 
cipation  of  oral  or  written  difcourfes  ;  feditious 
ientim.ent  would  have  no  other  effect  than  to 
provoke  difcuffion  and  prepare  the  triumph  of 
civic  knowledge,  without  the  aid  of  Hefiians,  a 
police  of  fpies,  judicial  fentences,  or  fafls  which 
bring  to  memory  the  fable  of  Hercules  and  the 
Carter,  which,  however  expedient,  have  lately 
operated  to  excite  the  indignation,  degrade  the 
reafon,  and  debafe  the  civic  charader  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation. 

When  I  take  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the 
pail:  and  prefent  operations  of  the  moral  world, 
I  am  moft  csnndently  of  opinion  that  nothing 
but  affumptive  power  can  feparate  the  optimacy 
from  the  pelTimacy  of  the  people,  or  organize 
the  mafs  o(  a  nation  into  the  conllitutional 
ihape  of  head  and  body,  with  its  feveral  mem- 
bers. The  adive  fovereignty  of  the  people  in 
populous  nations  can   have  no  exigence  ;  the 
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prefent  plebocracy  of  France  mufl  terminate  in 
ibnie  democratical  conftitution,  vvhofe  perpetual 
contention  will  draw  all  the  efforts  of  the  mind 
from  felf-contemplation  to  the  means  of  politi- 
cal, civil,  and  natural  fubfiflence  ;  vvhofe  broils 
keeping  the  mind  in  external  operation,  will 
never  prefent  that  peaceful  medium  in  which  it 
is  brought  to  invert  upon  itfelf  and  produce 
thought  and  refle<5lion. 

In  the  government  of  an  optimacj,  like  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  fupported  by  the  volunteer 
army  before  propofed,  fociety  is  organized  with 
a  head  and  a  body,  and  becomes  a  political  entity 
or  identified  mode  of  being,  by  vvhofe  unitary 
energy  great  paffions  and  great  reafon  is  pro- 
duced. 

"  Paflion  is  the  Card,  but  Reafon  is  the  Gale.'* 

The  vigour  of  indudry,  encouraged  by  the 
honors  of  the  ftate,  prepares  a  fuperfluity 
which,  overflowing  upon  the  community,  fur- 
nifhes  an  eafy  fubfiftence  to  contemplative  men, 
and  produces  that  medium  of  leifure,  peace, 
and  competence,  in  which  philofophy  thrives 
and  dlfcovers  the  progreflive  nature  of  moral 
truth.  The  feverity  of  difcipline,  moral,  ci- 
vil, and  political,  keeps  the  great  mafs  of  the 
3  people 
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j5eopIe  or  body  in  due  fubordinatldn,  while  Fac-* 
titious  wants  and  defires  increafe  their  feniibi- 
lity,  and  this  their  irttelle*!:!:,  the  fpring  of  all 
perfedability. 

Advocates  for  denaocracy  rniflake  its  turbii-' 
I'ency  for  energy,  and  contentions  of  fubfiil-ence 
for  the  progrefs  of  fentiment.  The  philofd- 
phers  of  Greece  arid  Rome  had  nc>  auditors,  but 
their  pupils,  and  demagogues  werfe  the  only 
teachers  of  practical  policy  which  abfdrbed  all 
moral  principles ;  were  it  poffible  for  any  of  the 
ancients  to  ^--enovate  in  their  former  precife 
identities  and  vilit  this  ifland,  they  would  be 
confounded  to  hear  more  noble  fentiment  and 
true  philofophy  taught  in  toafls  at  a  convivial 
banquet,  than  was  ever  known  in  their  acade- 
mies of  fophiilicated  nonfenfe,  where  founds 
held  the  place  of  fenfe,  aild  words  of  things  ; 
and  he  who  had  the  talent  of  talking  or  wri- 
ting what  was  unintelligible  to  both  himfelf  and 
Oti:iers,  was  dubbed  a  philofopher. 

When  the  conflitutional  army  fhall  have  bf?eii 
embodied,  organized,  and  diiciplined,  the  aera 
of  public  fafery  will  commence,  and  with  it 
the'progrefs  o(  moral,  civil,  and  political  per- 
re»5labi!ity,  the  corrupt  fyftem  of  penfions  and 
finecure  places  m.ay  then  be  abolifhed  ;  no  hun- 
gry oppofitionill:  would  dare  to  oppofe  the  mea- 
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Aires  of  government,  but  upon  the  ground  of  pub- 
lic welfare  :  members  of  Parliament  would  be- 
come counfellors  of  the  nation,  and  if  their  opi- 
nions failed  to  dire6l,  their  patriotic  zeal  would 
flill  co-operate  to  execute  the  will  of  the  majo- 
rity. 

The  moral  happinefs  of  the  community  would 
then  become  the  firfl  objecl  of  State  Councils. 
Academies  misiht  be  formed  like  thofe  of  the 
ancients,  where  philofophers  might  publicly 
difcufs  all  propofitions  which  concerned  human 
perfedabiiity ;  committees  of  moral  economy 
might  be  eftablifhed  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
health,  fubfiftence,  and  fports  of  the  people  ; 
popular  affociations  might  be  formed  to  prefent 
the  accumulated  energy  of  intellect  againft  every 
domeftic  evil  that  afflicled  human  fociety. 

I  fee  but  one  evil  which  oppofes  the  Britifh 
zenith  of  focial  exigence,  and  that  is,  the  hete- 
rogeneity of  the  great  mafs  of  its  fubjedled  po- 
pulation. In  Ireland  and  Scotland,  was  a  con- 
ftitutional  army  to  take  place  before  thought  and 
reflection  had  affimilated  them  more  to  the  Bri- 
tifh character,  I  fear  the  horrors  of  civil  war  in 
thofe  countries  would  obli2:e  England  to  re- 
cftablifli  the  Wall  of  Adrian,  and  cut  off 
thefe  dependencies  from  the  advantage  of  its 
moral  unioii,  which  would  Aill  remain  the  head 
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of  the  world,  the  protector  of  humanity,  aa(I 
the  progreflive  point  of  pcrfedlabiUty  to  all  ex- 
iilcnee. 

Ireland,  through  rhe  extreme  diilipation  and 
ferocity  of  its  inhabitants,  produces  nothing 
but  victims  of  mifery  and  folly  to  weild  the- 
j(\vord  of  Britifh  conqiiefls ;  induftry,  unculti- 
vated ^nd  oppretTed,  gives  no  fraternal  aid  to 
the  laborious  peafantry  of  Britain,  ftaggering 
iinaer  the  load  of  a  national  debt  accumulated 
lo  pu rebate  a  commerce  which  honefl:  Ireland 
would  chooie  to  participate  in  profit,  but  not 
in  lofs.  If  you  aik  contributary  taxes,  they  fay 
they  are  poor ;  this  excufe  might  ferve  every 
diilipated,  drunken  inhabitant  of  a  parifli  when 
the  public  coUeflor  calls  upon  him  for  pay- 
menr.  .  Why  are  they  poor  ?  Becaufe  a  want 
of  thought  makes  them  all  men  of  pleafurc 
from  the  duke  to  th^  besmear :  commerce  fails, 
through  a  want  of  punctuality,  induflry  is 
deftroyed  by  the  harpy  hand  of  dilfipation, 
which  can  aiford  no  indulgence  to  an  op- 
prefled  tenantry;  in  fhort,.  pleafure  caufes 
fuch  a  morbid  circulation  of  property  in  the 
body  politic,  that  it  is  at  all  times  in  a  fever 
which  threatens  a  letiferous  crifis,  unlefs  Britifh 
influe!ice  ()pnofed  power  to  defedl  of  thought 
as  the  only  remedy  to  then*  ineivic  malady. 
3  Scotland, 
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Scotland,  though  polTefiing  a  better  moral 
character  than  Ireland,  is  ftill  defcclive  in 
civic  virtue.  Though  pun<9:uaritv  gives  un- 
common vigour  to  their  commerce,  induftry  is 
fliil  checked  by  the  cold  hand  of  avarice  in  the 
land-holders,  which  fr^eezes  the  blood  of  the 
labouring  poor,  and  drives  them  for  relief  to 
the  wages  and  livery  of  folly  in  the  Britilh 
army.  They  pay  taxes,  indeed,  to  fupport  the 
burthen  of  the  public  debt,  but  it  is  payed  iii 
fuch  a  proportion  that  ftigraatizes  both  their 
foil  and  their  civifm.  I  fear  a  conftitutipnal 
army  can  take  place  in  neither  *  Ireland  or 
Scotland,  *till  the  martial  charatfler  has  been 
more  pacified  by  commerce  and  agriculture, 
which  introducing  luxury,  Tows  the  feed  of 
fenfibility  ;  and  this  the  feverity  of  civil  and 
domeftic  difcipline  meliorates  into  thought  and 
refledion  ;  when  thefe  take  place  in  the  mind 
of  the  individual,  the  feed  of  perfeflability  is 
Town,   which  requires   the   education  of  fome 

*  In  Ireland,  the  eftabliflioient  of  a  volunteer  army  which 
had  not  property  for  its  bafis,  had  very  near  overturned  the 
conftitution  j  but  no  inference  can  be  drawn  from  the  example 
of  an  irrefleftive  people,  to 'deter  a  thoughtful  people  from  a 
meafure  fo  eflential  to  their  fafet}-  in  the  prefent  dangerous  pre- 
dicament, when  the  very  exiftence  of  focial  order  is  threatened  by 
internal  and  external  enemies,  and  while  the  horrors'  of  trench 
anarchy  prefents  an  antidote  to  the  contagion  of  its  example. 

E  2  generatioa*- 
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generations   to  mature  into  the  knowledge  of 
ielf,  or  true  civifm  of  exigence  ;  • 

"  For  fcff  and  nature  link'd  in  one  great  frame, 
"  Proves  true  felf-love,   and  fecial  is  the  fame. 

Thefe  countries,  like  all  the  other  parts  of 
the  Britifh  dependencies,  mufl  be  held  in  peace 
by  the  influence  of  Britifh  power  and  Britifh 
wifdonn,  and  ll^ould  their  connections  become 
difadvantacreous  or  troublcfome  to  Great  Britain, 
they  might  be  thrown  ofFas  a  load  which  checks 
her  career  to  that  climax  of  moral,  civil,  poli- 
tical, and  natural  perfectability,  which  they  mufl 
inevitably  attain  if  the  efl:abiifliments  of  -^ 
conftitutional  army  fhould  take  place,  and. 
guard  her  line  of  progrefs  from  all  hoftile  con- 
tin  srencies. 

<Zj 

To  remove  the  cenfure  of  inconfiflency 
which  will,  na  doubt,  be  heaped  upon  an  author 
who  urges  man  to  progrefs  towards  perfeClabili- 
ty,  and  reproves  him  when  he  makes  it,  .  (I  here 
allude  to  Stictures  on  the  Conduct  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  its  abettors  in  this  Country.) 
I  will  make  the  mcfl:  ample  confefTion  of  all  the 
inward  operations  of  my  mind  ;  I  love  fyftem, 
and  abhor  contingency,  not  that  the  change 
threatens  the  lofs  of  comforts.  1  can  live  upon 
potatoes,  fleep  upon  fbraw,  cloath  myfelf  in  a 
^  fheep's 
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flieep'S  fkin  ;    what  lofs    of  comforts  then  can 
the  uproar  of  revolution  bring  to  me  ?    I'll  tell 
you,   the  lofs  of  mental  liberty  to  fpeak  all  I 
think  ;  and  as  I  think  inl1:ru(5lively  and  not   in- 
flammatorily,  in  a  peaceful  fociety  this  lofs  muft 
fucceed    to  anarchy  and    uproar.      You    will 
anfwer  probably,  yes,  for   a  time,   as    the  war 
begets  peace.     To  this  I  reply,   when  reforma- 
tion   in   a  ftate  afTumes   a  temperate  and    co- 
ordinate predicament  fo  as  to  give  power  a  nev«r 
form,    I "  Ihould  boldly    face    the    momentary 
anarchy    it  might   tlireaten,   and    probable  cal- 
culation  of    improvement     would    alTure    my 
hopes   of  perfedlability :   but  when   I   fee    the 
Ibcial   febric     attacked  and    overturned   in    its 
very   foundation,  perfonal  fafety   and  perfonal 
property,   and  this  by   a   nation    whofe  moral 
charader  of  levity  and  though tleHhefs  is  noto- 
rious, i  am  apalled,  and  I  can  fee  nothing  but 
barbarifm  preparing   the  grave  of  civilization, 
contingency    prefenting  a    dreadful    vortex    to 
overwhelm  fyllem,  and  defpotifm  implored  to 
fave  the  annihi-lation  of  the  human  fpecies  by 
the  total  extinction  of  human  wifdom. 

I  hold  a  long  leafe  in  my  tenement  of  ex- 
iftence,  and  feek no  rack-rent  operations;  I  be- 
lieve my  intereft  infeparable  and  eternal  with 
the  whole  mafs  of  matter,  of  which  I  mufl  ever 

form 
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form  a  component  part,  that  whatever  may  be 
its  various  modifications  of  energies,  they  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  ken  and  communication. 
Every  fphere  can  take  cognizance  only  of  its 
own  independent  energy,  by  the  exercife  of 
which  its  own  fphere  being  improved,  all  in- 
tervolvins:  matter  muft  be  benefitted  in  time 
and  eternity  :  I  feek  only  the  progrefs  of  hu- 
man energy  or  intelled,  and  believe  that  to  be 
the  bell:  fyftem  of  government  which  has  power 
to  reftrain  paffion  and  liberate  thought;  and  fuch 
is  the  Britifh  Government  pradically  and  the- 
oretically. 

I  conjure  the  adminiftration  of  this  country 
to  look   with   anxious    contemplation  on  this 
awful  crifis,  and  while  a  neighbouring  nation, 
ftruck  with  a  martial  frenzy  (the  offspring  of 
their  natural  levity  Simulated  by  invafion)    is 
arming  the  whole  of  its  inhabitants  ;  is  it  wife 
for  Britain  to  fleep  behind  its  wooden  walls, 
guarded  by  mercenary  armies  of  plebeians  in- 
adequate to  protection  in  the  new  civil  predica- 
ment of  nations  ;    when  the  poor  are  incited  to, 
plunder  the  rich  by  a  fyftem  of  equality,  which^ 
none  but  fools  can  learn,   ©r  knaves  can  teach, 
and  which  would  bring  fuch  an  univerfal  con- 
tention of  paflions  among  the  humati   fpecies, 
that   nothing  but    the   mod:   cruel    defpotifm^ 

could 
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could  check,    in  which  reafon  or   perfedlabilitv 
muft  retrograde  to  an  incalculable  diftance  ? 

Before  I  conclude  this  epitome  of  difcuffion 
upon  fo  awful  a  crifis,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
concentre  all  refle£lions  and  relations  upon  the 
fubje^l  of  civil  fociety  into  a  point,  and  prefent 
a  moft  important  queftion  for  the  contemplation 
of  the  public  mind,  viz.  which  is  the  beft  form 
of  government  in  the  prefent  predicament  of 
mankind,  to  protect  and  promote  the  increafe- 
of  human  intellect,  the  fource  of  all  perfedlabi- 
lity  ? 

In  my  travels  over  the  moft  populous  and 
moft  interefting  parts  of  the  globe,  I  have 
always  obferved  knowledge  bore  a  parallel 
progrefs  with  the  energies  of  government.  I 
Ihall  begin  eaftward  with  China  ;  in  this  coun- 
try, where  kingly  power  is  at  its  zenith,  the 
arts  and  fciences  are  in  a  moft  pre-eminent 
progrefs  relative  to  other  eaftern  countries.  la 
India  and  Tartary,  the  progrefs  of  fcience 
has  univerfally  ceafed,  but  their  books  and 
hiftories  furnifh  evidence  of  the  paft  progrefs 
of  fcience  in  a  parallel  with  the  peaceful  dy- 
nafties  of  their  powerful  kings.  In  Perfia,  their 
libraries  which  now  exift,  have  had  no  aug- 
mentation iince  the  expulfion  of  kingly  power, 
and  the  fucceftion  of  contending  rebel  chiefs 

exercifing 
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exerciluig  a  precarious  and  very  limited  au- 
thority. Ill  Turkey,  the  Sultan  has  made 
feveral  attempts  to  eflablifli  a  prefs  for  the 
circulation  of  fcience,  but  infurreftion  of  the 
people  which  keeps  the  throne  perpetually 
vacillating,  threatened  to  tear  the  hand  that 
offered  it  food,  and  fovereign  power  was  oblig- 
ed to  indulge  them  with  the  darknefs  they 
preferred  to  light.  In  Germany,  the  difperfion 
of  light  and  fcience  was  graduated  by  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  between  the  fceptre  and  the 
mitre.  The  Emperor  had  eftablifhed  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs,  but  the  power  of  fuper- 
ftition  at  laft  triumphed,  and  it  was  fuppofed 
he  was  poifoncd  by  the  priefthood.  In  Italy, 
we  fee  the  progrefs  of  fcience  marked  by  the 
power  of  the  prince  as  in  Tufcany.  In  France, 
the  progrefs  of  fcience  began  with  the  moft 
arbitrary  of  its  princes,  and  has  moved  on  in 
progreilion  to  the  acra  of  the  prefent  anarchy, 
when  nobody  has  leifure  to  write  a  book  or 
inclination  to  read  it,  and  the  whole  of  the 
intellecflual  faculties  are  abforbed  by  fear,  by 
political  contention  for  power,  or  means  for 
fubfillence.  We  come  .  at  laft  to  the  extremi- 
ty of  the  weft,  where  we  find  a  country  where 
government  nicely  balanced  and  polled  upon 
^he  hearts  of  the  great  majority  of  its  people, 

liberates 
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liberates  the  operations  of  thought,  and  re-t 
ftnas  thofe  of  pafiion,  leil  precipitate  aaioii 
might  difturb  the  equihbre  of  a  magic 
conftitution,  the  work  of  ages,  and  the  wonder 
of  the  world ;  but  when  a  conftitutional  army 
fliall  be  eilabhflied  to  guard  the  fcales  of  pow- 
er, the  prefs  will  have  a  total  liberation,  and 
the  great  queflion  of  which  form  of  govern- 
ment can  beft  protea  intelled,  will  be  anfwer- 
ed  by  pointing  to  the  Britifli  Government,  the 
paragon    of  civil  polity. 

The  novelty  and  magnitude  of  a  conftitutional 
armament,  will,  no  doubt,    appall  the  partizans 
of  antiquated  laws  and  cufloms,  but   let    them 
reflea,  thatfliould  French  tranfports,  proteded 
by  red  hot  fhot,  land  100,000  ruffians,  reeking 
with  the  blood  of  their  fellow  citizens,  to  meet 
only  a  bloodlefs    troop  of  ruflics,   whom   they 
might  fafcinate  with  the  caballa  of  liberty  and 
equality  ;    what  would  be  the  fate  of  Britain  ? 
Who  can  doubt  a   moment  whether  it  is  better 
to  trufi   the   government  of  this  country  to  a 
conftitutional  army  of  Britons,  or  to  fubmit  it 
to  the  mercy  or   the  fraternity  of  fans  culotte 
conquerors. 

As  I  wilh  much  to  imprefs  the  public  with 
a  favourable  opinion  of  my  impartiality  and 
integrity,  having  confelTed  the  ftate  of  my 
mind,    I   will   alfo  expofe   the   condition   of 

.F  my 


(  34  ) 
my  perfon.  *"  I  have  an  annuity  of  300I.  per 
annum  on  my  life  in  the  French  funds,  which 
I  purchafed  ten  years  ago,  (at  10  per  cent, 
having  vainly  endeavoured  to  procure  8  per 
cent,  in  England)  and  which  is  now  fufpended  ; 
I  have  500L  in  the  American  funds,  and  300I. 
in  the  Englifh  funds,  t  I  have  lately  applied 
to  adminiftration  to  ferve  this  country  as 
Oriental  Interpreter ;  I  was  anfwered  that  an 
alien  was  appointed  for  the  important  and  fe- 
cret  negotiations  of  the  Turkiih.  Embaffy,  and 
iince  my  application  fome  Oriental  EmbafTa- 
dors  have  been  fent  from  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office  to  the  India  Houfe,  to  procure  an  inter- 
pretation from  the  very  people  they  bring  com- 
plaints againft.  Withered  be  the  hand,  and 
paraiized  be  the  heart,  of  that  man  whofe  pri- 
vate intereft  fhall  dictate  his  public  fentiments. 
I  am  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
uniyerfal  good,    to   which    end,   all    rule   of 

*  1  was  formerly  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
xvhich  I  left  becaufe  I  defpifed  it;  and  travelled  into  the  interior 
parts  of  India,  to  obtain  that  knowlege  which  might  forward  my 
great  and  only  objecft,  the  good  of  nations  and  the  good  of 
nature,  which  dcfign  was  evinced  by  a  letter  wrote  at  the  age  of 
18  years,  and  now  upon  the  Company 'o  record. 

-j-  All  the  abo^•e  property  was  faved  from  mere  falary,  as  Inter- 
preter to  fomc  Eaftern  Princes,  whofe  fervice  I  quitted  upon 
the  acquifition  of  the  above  competency. 

principle 
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principh  muftbend,  and  all  modecf  aaion  be 

directed.     I   will   flatter   neither   nations    nor 

minifters;   let  them    throw   their  fops   to  the 

Cerberi  of  faction  ;    they  can  neither  Hop  nor 

inflate    my  lungs,   which   are   devoted  to   my 

higher  intereft  of  univerfal  good.     I  hate  your 

imiling   aflabie    complying    demagogues;   let 

Pittpreferve  his  frowns,  Grenville  his   pride, 

Dundas  his  firmnefs,  and  they  will  fortify  my 

expedations  of  afuccefsful  adminiflration  from 

their  united  eflbrts  in  this  mofl  awful  and  cri-' 

tical  conjundure,   when  the  diflblution  of  civil 

difcipline  threatens  to  bring  on  the  retrograda- 

tion  of  human  perfeclability. 

Before  I  conclude,   I  muil  congratulate  my 
country  upon  the  prefent  appearance  of  a  mofl 
aufpicious  moral  phaenomenon,  which  is   the 
alliance  of  patriotifm  and  power,  brought  about 
V  the  audacity  and  atrocity  of  almoft  every 
defcriptionofoppofitionifls;  parliamentaiy  de- 
magogues,   appearing   as    advocates     for    the 
bnemy  in  their  fophiflicated   orations,  reform- 
ing focieties  in  the  correfpondence  of  imflam- 
matory   hand-bills,   endeavouring  to   recall  the 
plebeian   legiflation  of  Lord  George  Gordon  j 
the    proflituted  mifcreant    editors    of    public 
papers,  promulgating  paragraphs  calculated  to 
convey  intelligence  to  the  foe,  and  to  confound 
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all  principles  of  civic  virtue,  and  this  tripartite 
union  of  unprincipled  oppofition,  fo  openly 
manifeiled  againft  all  civil  difcipline,  lerves 
but  to  increafe  the  conllernation  of  thoughtful 
citizens,  and  force  them  to  join  the  ilandard 
of  power  to  defend  the  ramparts  of  focial  ex- 
igence. 

There    is    another   clafs    of  oppofitionifls, 
which  I   muft  mention  apart    from   the   reft, 
not   that  they   are  feparatcd  from   the  general 
coalition   of  the  enemies  of  Great   Britain,  but 
as  they  are  the  moft  dangerous  they  muft  be 
rendered  the  moft   confpicuous   tools   of   fac- 
tion ;  I  mean  the  puritanical  fed  called  diffen- 
ters,  or  prefbyterians :  thefe  madmen  arefo  en- 
dodrined  by  their  hypocritical  paftors,  that  the 
peace,    the  inftitutions,    and  happinefs  of  this 
life,  are   all  in  contraft    with   thofe  of   future 
jcxiftence  ;  hence  their  enmity  to  all  civil  order 
which    confines    them   to    the    precindts   of  a 
wholefome  Bedlam    of    disfranchifements,    to 
prevent  the  contagion   of  their  dangerous  en- 

thufiafm-. 

The  pages  of  univerfal  hiftory  are  but  fee* 
tions  of  indidment  of  thefe  hornets  of  the  hive^. 
they  have  ever  been  the  fpring,  the  condudt^ 
and  the  accomplilhment  of  all  convullive  re- 
volutions :  they  have  ever  played  the  parts  of 
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rationicides  to  let  man  loofe  in  the  career  of 
fuperftition,  ideotifm,  and  credulity.  The 
fceptics  who  endeavour  to  check  flmaticifm 
in  this  mad  career,  muft  fupport  civil  and  po- 
litical power,  and  if  folly  maintains  the  dimi- 
nution of  good  in  this  life  to  be  the  augmen- 
tation of  it  in  another,  wifdom  has  a  right  to 
oppofe  fiich  chimerical  opinions,  and  by 
maintaining  that  the  fame  perfecft  or  imper- 
fect llate  of  the  whole  of  exiflence  in  which 
man  or  matter  dilTolvcs,  muft  be  the  very 
identical  ftate  in  which  he  or  it  is  to  renovate, 
and  thereby  invite  man  to  be  the  friend  and 
fupporter  of  fuch  civil  difcipline,  as  in  con- 
forming to  this  nature  by  graduating  perfecta- 
bility  may  combine  individual  and  univerfal, 
temporal  and  eternal  good. 

I  mufl:  conclude  this  fhort  views  this  mul- 
tum  in  parvo,  with  the  following  confolatory 
predid:ion  ;  That  fhould  Great  Britain  be  able 
to  preferve  her  prefent  conflitution,  practically 
and  theoretically,  by  means  of  a  conilitutional 
army  and  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  guarded  by 
virtuous  Jurymen,  fhe  sera  of  truth  over  all  the 
world,  or  the  falvation  of  nature,  will  com- 
mence before  the  lapfe  of  another  century. 

The   moft  exalted  efforts  of  human  undcr- 

derflanding  have  lately   ilTued  from  the  Eng- 
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iifli  prefsj  fuch  works  as  may,  like  the  fer^ 
pent  *  Venom,  poifon  every  nation  but  itfelf  in 
polTeiTion  of  the  antidote.  Thought,  which 
dilcriminatcs  theory  from  pra6tice,  or  predica- 
ment from  perfectability  ;  works  calculated  fo 
difcourage  adtion,  and  unite  reflecftion,  juft 
Criterions  of  the  pre-eminence  of  the  Britifh 
Government,  whofenice  poifed  power  folvesthe 
problem  of  civil  difcipline,  fuppreffing  paffiort 
and  liberating  rcafon; 

CONSIDERATIONS  on  PROPERTY. 

PROPERTY  of  Kings  and  perfons  feems 
the  center  on  which  civilization  revolves  t 
man  mull  be  the  head  of  his  family,  and 
the  proprietor  of  their  induftry,  or  the  in- 
dividual wheel  would  have  no  clog  to  receive 
an  impulfe  from  the  larger  wheels  in  the  grand 
machine  of  univcrfal  fociety. 

Property  is  alfo  the  great  fource  of  optimacyy 
its  acqiiifition  demanding  all  the  energies  of 
intellcclt,    and     furniihing    that     medium     of 

*  The  fudden  blaze  of  uiefidiati  truth  may  be  as  injurious 
to  weak  minds,  as  the  light  of  the  fun  to  feeble  and  morbid  eye*. 
The  defpotic  governments  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  will 
form  a  falutary  medium  to  refraft  the  light  of  Britifti  reafon, 
which  mull  pervade  the  whole  Earth.- 

kifufe^ 
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ieifure  by  which  its  progrefs  is  made;  it  may 
be  here  objected,  that  poverty  has  oftener 
engendered  philofophy,  than  riches;  this  is  a 
moil  egregious  miftake,  occafioned  by  the  ufe 
of  words  property,  and  mediocrity,  as  lynoni- 
mous :  there  can  be  no  iludy  where  the  means 
of  fiibiiltence  are  abfent,  or  where  they  are  not 
affured  by  the  laws  of  property,  or  meum  and 
teum. 

The  deiire  of  accumulating  property,  is  the 
wind  which  preferves  the  ocean  of  intelleduali- 
ty  from  putridity  or  ftagnation ;  luxury  en- 
genders fenfibility,  and  fenlibility  engenders 
thought  and  refledion,  the  only  medium 
through  which  progreffive  truth  or  perfecta- 
bility  can  be  difcovered.  Men  of  learning 
and  fcience  have  perpetually  dealt  out  much 
common-place  fatire  upon  the  evils  of  lux- 
ury; it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  genius  alone, 
like  fire,  to  feparate  drofs  from  the  pure  ore, 
and  extrad:  good  from  its  ever  concomitant 
^vil. 

In  the  prefent  unenlightened  (late  of  the  moral 
world,  the  moft  perfed:  community  or  nation 
is  that  in  which  property  is  moil  generally 
diffufed,  forming  thereby  a  powerful  minority 
of  population  that  may  be  able  to  fubjed: 
the  great  fupplemental  mafs  of  the   majority, 

and 
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and  thereby  conftitute  the  mode  of  fociety  into 
head  and  members,  like  the  human  body, 
whofe  greater  members  arc  fubordinate  to  the 
leiTer  head. 

'Till  the  revelation  of  moral  truth  fhall 
appear,  and  the  reign  of  reafon  commence  in 
theuniverfal  knowledgeof  felf  and  its  unity  with 
nature,  afTumptiye  power  can  alone  form  a 
happy  coercion  to  hum.an  infanity;  delegated 
power  or  uniyerfal  reprefentation  deftroys  the 
unity  and  fupremacy  of  authority,  and  can 
ferve  only  as  a  moral  to  the  ancient  fable  of 
the  quarrel  of  the  head  and  members  of  the 
human  body,  which  mufi:  take  place  over  all 
the  world  whenever  the  bails  of  property  is 
fuddenly  or  violently  annihilated. 

In  the  prefent  predicament  of  civilization, 
affumptive  pow'er  is  focial  life,  attacked  by 
internal  and  external  ignorance  or  violence,  and 
it  is  ll:rong  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its 
conllitucnt  parts,  and  grows  with  their  in- 
creafe,  and  national  perfeclability  advances  in 
a  parallel  ratio.  The  augmentation  of  proper- 
ty and  power  forms  the  fcale  of  national 
energy  ;  philofophcrs,  fcclarians,  and  colonifts, 
under  its  ample  protection,  may  develope  new 
theories  and  practice  of  civiHzation,  wdiich,  like 
the  faplinc:,    draws    all  the  nutrition  from  its 
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parent  oak,  and  when  its  protecting  branches 
become  an  impediment   to   its   nurfeling,  the 
difiolution  of  the  oak  marks  the  profperity  of 
the  (aphng,  and  the  whole  w^orld  will  become 
the  colony  of  perfeciablc  manhood. 

If  thefe  admonitory  fheets  fhould  not  pro- 
duce the  falutary  and  indifpenfable  meafure  of 
a  conftitutional  army,  and  that  the  ancient 
military  eilablilhment  of  plebeian  mercenaries 
fhall  be  judged  fuilicient  for  defence  in  the 
new  predicament  or  war  of  property,  I  fhall 
retire  to  America,  to  fave  the  germ  of  perfec- 
tability,  unbialTed  intellect,  from  the  univerfai 
wreck  which  threatens  civilization,  and  em- 
ploy it  to  diredt  the  Weitern  Continent  in  its 
prefent  moral  infancy,  while  i  fhould  deplore 
the  inconfolable  lofs  of  improving  manhood 
in  the  too  confident  Ifland  of  Great  Britain. 

My  reafon  has  been  long  poiiing  the  fcales 
of  civil  government,  and  has  at  length  ad- 
jured the  weights ;  the  fcales  are  formed  by 
alTumptive  and  delegated  authority,  or  arifbc- 
cracy  and  democracy;  the  weights,  pcv/cr, 
and  ignorance  j  whea  ignorance  is  ponderous 
in  the  latter,  power  mult  be  counterpoifed  in 
the  former  j  this  gives  a  juft  tncvgy  to  alTump- 
tive  authority  to  reftrain  the  pafiions,  while 
delegated  authority  liberates    the  reafon ;  and 

G  fince 
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^nce  the  invention  of  the  prefs  nothing  is 
wanting  to  affure  progrefs  to  perfedability,  but 
the  kcLirity  of  civil  difciphne,  adapted  to  the 
xnoral  temperament  of  the  people ;  if  this 
fliould  be  loft,  the  world  muft  fall  back  into 
its  priftine  ftate  of  evil  and  ignorance. 

I  vvilh  to  fay  a  few  words  more  before  I  con- 
clude to  anticipate  objedions,  which  may  be 
made  to  the  conftitutional  armament,  as  pro- 
moting difcriminations  which  may  create  a 
jealouly  between  men  of  property  and  thofe 
of  no  property  ;  fuch  objections  are  already 
anfwered  by  the  purport  of  all  civil  qualifica- 
tions, which  has  eftablillied  government  upon 
the  bafis  of  fuch  difcrimination.  The  poor 
themfelves,  if  they  pofTefs  the  leaft  fhare  of 
reafon,  muft  be  intuitively  fenfible  that  their 
^  induftry  is  proteded  by  civil  difcipline  as  much 
as  property,  and  whenever  anarchy  arrives,  the 
induftry  of  the  poor  muft  be  its  firft  vidim. 

Let  the  poor  beware  of  the  infatuating  doc- 
trine of  the  Rights  of  Man,  the  war  whoop  of 
fadion.  Rights  of  legality  are  appHcable  to 
man  in  his  domeftic  ftate  alone,  but  in  his  po- 
litical ftate  right  muft  be  applicable  to  rcdi- 
.  tudc,  and  not  legality  of  adion;  and  public 
lafety,  though  fenced  in  by  legal  rights  to  keep 
<?ut  faftion,  muft  have  its  PQXtal-i  wide  opeii 

fox 
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for  patiiotifm,  moving  on  the  flexible  line  of 
tule  and  means  to  principle,  the  goal  of  general 
good. 

I  have  for  feveral  years  pafl  been  contem- 
plating the  momentous  queflion  of  govern- 
ment, or  that  form  of  civil  difcipline  which 
may  befl  promote  and  proted  -the  highefl  ener- 
gy of  this  fphere  of  exigence,  human  intellecfl  i^ 
and  I  have  at  length  decided  in  favour  of  af- 
fumptive  power  adapted  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
fubjecft  people,  under  whofe  wing  phiJofophy 
muft  have  progrefs,  either  creeping  or  walking 
ered  in  the  fecret  or  public  efforts  of  the  prefs^ 
univerfal  delegated  power  muft  bring  on  anar^ 
chy  in  populous  and  luxurious  empires,  and 
apathy  in  fmall  and  ruflic  ftatcs,  till  truth  and 
reafon  fliall  have  been  more  generally  diffufed 
amongfl:  mankind. 

I  knpw  that  defpotifm  is  as  ho-flile  as  anar- 
chy to  philofophy  •  but  as  the  fecret  efforts  of 
the  prcfs  can  no  more  be  extinguilhed  than  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  intelled:  mull  have  progrefs, 
however  flow  >  power  is  to  the  politic  body, 
what  refpiration  is  to'  the  human  body,  when 
difeafe  takes  place  in  eithep,  from  want  of  re- 
gimen in  the  head;  fliould  the  members  refufe 
their  obedient  functions,  dillolution  muft  take 
pkcc  ;  but  while  life  coiitinues,  rem.edy  may  b^ 
Lpped;  Ibr  from  the  head,  and  nothing  but  dan- 
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gercus  motion  tran  derive  from  the  members  of 
cither  body. 

Objections  may  be  made  to  the  above  alk- 
^;ory  by  incompatible  references  to  the  Grecian^ 
Roman,  and  Britilh  govermrient  j  thefc,  how-, 
ever,  prefent  nothing  but  tKe  modifica.ticns  of 
aiTumptive  power.  The  helots,  flaves,  and 
disfranchiled  peafants,  claimed  no.  interference ;, 
but  the  prefent  turbulent  fpirit  of  revolution, 
would  confound  the  bafe  of  the  pyramid  with, 
its  vertex,  and  place  povv^er  in  the  hands,  not 
of  property,  but  number ;  not  in  the  head 
alone,  but  in  all  the  members  of  the  politic 
body  j  this  novel,  dangerous,  and  incongruous, 
fy ilem  Ihould  form  the  tocfm  of  the  world ,_ 
and  drive  all  refied:ive  people  to  join  the  ftand-* 
ard  of  power  to  preferve  civilization  from  uni-i 
verfal  chaos,  and  the  energy  of  inteile(5l,  the- 
caufe  of  all  good  to  the  unity  of  felf  and  na- 
ture in  time  and  eternity,  from  revolvmg  bac^ 
tobarbarifm  and  total  darkncfs. 

I  have  been  the  firft  agent  in  my  philofophic 
works  to  couch  the  mental  eye  of  man,  and  it 
behoves  me  to  attemper  the  medium  of  viliort 
to  rellored  light.  I  have  been  the  firfl  to  in- 
creafe  the  meafure  of  perfectability,  that  qua- 
lity which  alone  dilfinguiOics  the  human  from 
^hc  brutal  fpecics  ;  it  behoves  me  peculiarly  to 
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procure  its  germination  in  the  climate  of  rca- 
fon,  and  check  its  pullulation  in  the  hot-bed  of 
paffion,  and  for  this  purpofe  to  promulgate  the 
following  confumm.ate  political  maxim  over  all 
the  world.  That  the  bafe  of  focial  energy  is 
a  capacity  to  reflrain  pafiion  and  liberate  rea- 
fon,  and  that  its  vertex  is  a  great  mafs  of  opti- 
macy  or  thoughtful  citizens  forming  a  confli- 
tutional  army  to  confulidate  the  pyramid  of  fo-r 
ciety,  cemented  by  the  Mcty  of  perfonand  pro- 
perty, of  which  maxim  the  Britifh  conititu- 
tion  will,  I  hope,  foon  become  an  illuflrious 
criterion. 

Ere  my  Tocfin  ceafes  to  toll,  let  its  dying 
ofcillations  bear  the  following  apology  for  my 
fudden  change  from  temperate  reformer  to  zea* 
lous  alarmift.  The  condudl  of  the  Houfe  of 
J^ords  upon  the  Heffian  bufinefs,  at  a  period 
when  titles,  property,  and  privilege  is  at  ilTue, 
Jias  feduced  my  confidence  in  Britiili  ariftocra- 
cy,  while  inflammatory  hand-bills  diflributed 
to  the  populace  by  demagogues  at  a  period 
when  focial  exigence  is  in  jeopardy,  has  dif^ 
gufled  me  w^ith  democracy.  The  pompous 
banner  of  fentimental  theory  under  which 
French  democrats  urge  the  giddy  mob  to  ge- 
neral plunder,  never  dazzled  my  eyes;  I  kno\\^ 
theix  charac^eriftic  difTiiiiuktion,  and  I  know 
3  that 
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tliat  fliould  their  animal  courage  (01*  difellima* 
tion  of  life)  enable  them  to  fubdue  the  world, 
•that  liune  quality  of  thoughtlefTnefs  or  irreflec* 
tion  muft  ultimately  deftroy  themfelves. 

One  clangorous  peal  more  and  then  let  the 
Gurfew  ceafe :  I  call  upon  Government  to  arm 
fiien  of  property y  to  arm  them  tnjiantaneoujly^ 
and  let  all  thoughtful  men  of  indufry  join  to  fave 
the  facial  fabric  from  deftruifion^  and  then  \ 
will  again  ftep  forward  and  become  a  moft 
jealous  reformiil  to  defend  the  charadteriftic 
fenfibility  of  the  Englifh  plebacy  from  fuffe- 
•^ance,  and  the  thought  of  optimacy  from  er- 
ror. O  Britons  !  think  and  deliberate  with 
fVecdom  upon  all  fubjeds  in  domeftic  focieties, 
the  true  medium  of  fair  difquiiition.  Who 
calls  you  to  ailemble  or  to  a(ftion,  means  to 
miflead  you  with  eloquence  (difquifition  is  in- 
compatible with  multitude)  he  is  your-  enemy, 
the  enemy  of  England,  of  fecial  exigence,  and 
of  all  nature. 

I  was  the  firfl:  to  difcovcr  the  perfcd: ability 
of  human  nature,  and  I  will  labour  to  mark  out 
the  defcent  from  the  precipices  of  civilizatior; 
by  the  fafc  road  of  a  gradual  reform  in  the  pro- 
Icdive  and  powerful  energy  of  civil  difcipline. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  FEAR  I  have  undertaken  the  taik  of  the 
travelled  Laplander,  who,  upon  his  return  to  his 
countrymen,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  they 
were  the  fhorteft  men  in  the  world,  or  pigmies* 
They  obferved  to  him  in  anfwer,  that  they  had 
Ihort  men  of  three  feet,  and  tall  men  of  four 
feet,  and  that  they  difclaimed  the  name  of 
pigmies,  which  might  be  applicable  to  the 
whole  world  as  well  as  themfelves. 

I  wifh  to  perfuade  the  Englifh  people  that 
they  are  the  happiefl,  the  wifefl,  the  mofc 
powerful,  and  befl  governed  of  any  ether  over 
the  whole  globe  :  I  may  be  anfwered,  that  ia 
England  there  is  mifery,  folly,  political  debi- 
lity, and  corruption.  Yes,  of  thefe  truths  I 
am  very  fenfible ;  but  as  the  perfediion  of  on« 
individual  is  to  be  difcovered  only  by  a  compa- 
rifon  with  another,  fo  it  is  with  nations,  whofe 
comparifon  muft  ever  be  fought  out  of  them- 
selves. 

I  appeal  folely  to  travellers  of  obfervation, 
whether  on  the  road  or  in  the  library,  to  bear 
teflimony  to  my  following  declarations ;  that 

in 
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in  no  country  except  England,  is  the  fubfiilenca 
of  poverty  provided  for  by  poor  laws  j  ia 
no  country  but  England  is  education  lo  gene- 
rally diffufed  as  to  eftablifli  a  mafs  of  moral 
excellence,  producing  liberal  protedlion  and 
manly  fubordination,  the  pendulum  of  the  fo- 
cial  machine ;  in  no  country  but  England  is 
juftice  administered  with  unfufpedted  integrity ; 
in  no  country  but  England  is  property  circula- 
ted with  that  liberal  currency  which  gives  life 
toinduftryj  (an  Englifliman  would  clofe  the 
bargain  for  the  purchafe  of  a  houfe,  before  a 
foreigner  would  finifli  his  higgling  for  an  egg) 
in  no  country  but  England  is  religious  worlhip 
adminiflcred  to  improve  the  internal  moral 
energies  of  the  human  fphere,  and  reftrid:  fu- 
pfcrftition  from  confounding  them  with  the  paf^ 
five  and  incommunicable  energies  of  unknown 
fpheres  j  in  no  country  but  England  is  the  po- 
litical government  fo  magically  organized, 
/that  its  very  imperfections  are  its-  energies 
to  conducl;  ignorant  manhood  through  the 
tortuous  mutability  of  predicament  on  to  the 
graduated  line  of  pcrfedability ;  and  I  am 
moil  confcientioufly  of  opinion,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  government,  domeftic,  civic,  and  politic, 
is  the  only  medium  in  which  human  perfec^la- 
bility  can  have   progrefs,    and  that  whatever 

may 
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^ay  be  the  revolutions  or  changes  of  power 
amongft  nations,  they  muft  ultimately  attain 
the  point  of  mixed  government  as  in  England, 
before  they  will  deferve  the  names  of  conftitu- 
tion,  or  promife  any  permanent  fyflem  accom- 
modated to  the  improvement  of  manhood.  Let 
US  then  not  only  as  Englilhmen,  but  as  men, 
fenfible  of  our  unity  with  nature  in  time  and 
eternity,  join  hand  and  heart  to  defend  that 
country  on  whofe  decadence  or  profperity  de- 
pends the  progrefs  or  retrogrefs  of  all  moral 
perfedability. 

Having  for  a  long  period  revolved  in  my 
mind  the  fubjeft  of  focial  organization,  I  have 
formed  the  following  mature,  conclusive,  and 
comprehenfive  opinion  .-—that  the  progrefs  of 
humanization  mufl:  be  made  through  the  cor- 
rupt medium  of  luxury  and  refinement,  and  the 
progrefs  of  civilization  through  the  corrupt  and 
contentious  medium  of  mixed  government ; 
and  through  this  double  medium  mull:  be  pro- 
duced the  colony  of  manhood,  or  ftate  of  en- 
lightened nature  :   here  human  *  perfeftability 

*  The  colony  of  manhood  will  produce  fuch  profound  peace 
and  ftagnation  of  paffion,  that  wifdom  will  putrefy  and  di-frol>re 
into  Ignorance,  nh:n  moral  motion  will  repeat  its  cycle  of  dif- 
lolmion  and  renovation  like  all  other  parts  of  exigence. 
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mufl  culminate  and  revolve  eternally  in   this 
tripartite  cycle. 

Let  me  afk  the  democrats  or  reformers,  what 
it  is  they  wifh,  or  what  they  are  attempting 
to  achieve ;  fubjed:s  of  a  country  that  alone 
merits  the  name  of  a  nation  ?  Do  they  wiili  it 
wifer,  richer,  happier,  or  more  powerful!? 
then  let  them  unite  in  private  focieties,  and  by 
difpafiionately  inveftigating  truth,  let  them 
improve  the  moral  charad:er  of  the  thinking 
part  of  their  fellow  citizens ;  but  if  by  in- 
flammatory hand-bills  they  ftimulate  to  adlion 
the  thoughtlefs  labourer  or  mechanic,  they  will 
but  excite  mutiny  in  the  velTel  of  the  ftate, 
labouring  through  the  prefent  ftorm  of  policy, 
and  all  mufl  be  lofl. 

Could  we  judge  of  their  intentions  by  the 
declaration  of  their  high-prieft,  Tom  Paine,  they 
wifh  for  a  cheap  government.  America  has, 
indeed,  a  government  I'o  cheap,  that  it  is 
trampled  under  feet  by  all  rival  nations, 
againft  whom  it  affords  not  the  energies  of  pro- 
tection, and  internally  has  no  power  to  en- 
force obedience  to  its  civil  laws.  The  go- 
vernment of  England  is,  no  doubt,  dear 
bought,  but  then  it  holds  the  dominion  of  the 
ocean  in  appanage;  it  procures  for  its  travel- 
ling fubjedts  tliC  refpecl  of  fovereigns  j  its  man- 
2  date 
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date  gives  peace  or  war  to  the  whole  world,  and 
its  menaces  alone  faved  the  Turkilh  Empire 
from  the  vidiorious  arms  of  confederated  Europe. 
France  has  a  very  cheap  government ;  but  unfor- 
tunately, it  has  fo  little  internal  energy,  that  it 
cannot  procure  fubfiftence  for  its  citizens,  or  af- 
fure  freedom  even  to  the  high-prieft  of  liberty, 
who  is  now  inprifon;  and  fhould  the  fans  culotte 
conquerors  triumph  over  this  country,  the  mod 
enraged  Englifli  democrat  would  make  but 
cheap  food  for  the  French  guillotine.  I  know 
thofe  men  the  readieil  difpofed  to  acSlion,  are 
ever  pofTelTed  of  the  leafl:  fhare  of  thoiight  and 
refie(ftion,  and  I  fear  my  Tociin  will  rather 
impel  than  reftrain  them ;  but  I  have  the  moll: 
fanguine  hopes  that  it  will  affemble  together 
all  men  of  thought  and  property  under  the 
flandard  of  government,  and  that  by  meafures 
of  energetic  expediency  and  patriotic  Jurymien, 
the  fanaticifm  of  democrats  (infedts  of  contin- 
gency) may  be  impeded  from  creating  a  mu- 
tiny in  th£  crew,  and  that  the  veiTcl  of  Britan- 
nia may  become  the  ark  of  civilization,  and 
fave  it  from  the  univerfal  deluge  of  licentious 
liberty  and  equality,  which  now  threatens  the 
moral  world. 

I  am  the  democrat  of  nature,  and   view  the 

perfed:ability  of  manhood  at  its  moft  elevated 

H  ^      *■  point, 
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point,  oix^the  fcaleof  intellecft  (wherc  the  optics 
of  the  political  democrat  cannot  reach)  but  I 
look  down  at  the  fame  time  to  the  low  point 
of  predicament,  and  thought  gives  me  fagacity 
to  graduate  the  fcale  of  union  >  and  when  a  con- 
ftitutional  armament  fhall  have  placed  props  to. 
the  fabric  of  the  corfcitution,  to  guard  it  from 
the  outrage  of  fanatical  innovation,  I  will  thea 
boldly  and  confidently  work  hard  to  repair  it^ 
as  the  only  matrix  or  afylum  of  the  higheil 
comprehenfible  and  final  energy  of  exiidence- 
of  this  fphere,  progreflive  intelled:,^ 


HAND      BILL, 


roR     T.'IS 


PLEBEIAN  CLASSES  OF  THE  COiMMUNITY, 

'Recoinmended  to  zvealthy  Patriots,   to  print  and  circu- 
late over  all  E^igland. 

Jl  OOR  and  induflrious   fellow  countrymen, 

beware  of  an  artful,    cunning   clafs  of  men, 

who  call   themfelves   patriots,   and  go   about 

with    inflammatory     difcourfe   and     feditions 

writings,  to  wean  your  love  from   the    Britifli 

Conftitution,   which  has  for  many  ages  raifcd 

your  condition  of  peace,   plenty,  and  hberty, 

to  be  envied  by  the  enilaved  and  miferable  poor 

of  all  other  nations.     They  impofe  upon  you 

by   loag  harangues   when  you  are  affembled, 

and  feduce  vou  with  the  flatterino:  words  ot 

liberty  and  equaHty,  to  change  the  prefent  form 

of  government,  where  power  is  refponfible,  for 

one  in  which  you   could  have  no  Ihare,   and 

they  would   have  all    the   profit   without  any 

refponiibility. 

Examine 
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Examine    the   charade r    af  thefe   patriots, 
you  will  find  the  mofl  part  of  them  diffipated, 
thoiightlefs  rakes,  who,  having  no  powers  of 
reafon  to  give  happincfs  to  themfelves,  feek  to 
be  appointed  by  you,  the  guardians  of  the  pub-* 
lie  happinefs.     You  know  well  enough  by  your 
own  experience,   that  the  man  who  fpends  all 
his  week's    labour  at    the  alehoufe,  can  never 
govern   well  his   fimily  -,  and  how  many  are 
obliged  to  give  their  money  to  their  wives,  that 
they  may  have  no  liberty   to  fpend  it.     How- 
few   men  know  how   to   govern    their    owix 
felves  or  families  where  all  is  fimple,   to  pro-s 
cure  health  and  fubiiftence    for  their  own  per- 
fons  I   what    would   thefe  men   do    with   the 
great  family  of  the  nation,  where  matters  are 
fo  difhcult  and  complicated,   that  w^ifdom  it- 
felf  is  puzzled  with  the  talk  1 

You  are  exadlly  to  the  nation,  what  the  arms 
and  legs  are  to  the  body  ;  if  this  is  fick,  the 
head  alone  can  keep  a  diet  to  effed:  a  cure  j  if 
the  arms  and  legs  were  to  govern,  they  would 
carry  the  body  into  the  open  air,  and  io  deflroy 
it ;  juft  fo  mufl:  be  your  interference  with 
rhe  policy  of  the  nation,  nothing  but  diforder 
could  enfuc,  and  induftry  and  property  mufl 
iiiil  feci  the  pain  of  natioual  fickncfs. 
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When  thefe  tKoughtlefs  rioting  patriots  talk 
to  you  of  liberty  and  equality,  would  the  in- 
duftrious  and  ingenious  artift,  who  earns  three 
or  five  fhillings  a  day,  divide  it.  with  the  idle 
or  ignorant,  who  can  earn  but  a  fhilling? 
would  the  weak  bodied  and  weak  fpirited  men 
willi  the  robuft  and  angry  to  have  more  liber- 
I  ty  and  lefs  law  ?  then  muft  follow  the  ftate  of 
French  brotherhood,  where  property  is  fo  equal- 
ly  divided,  that  nobody  has  any  thing  to  eat, 
and  the  liberty  of  complaining  is  followed  clofe 
by  the  guillotine. 

Be  advifed  by  an  honeft  man,  who  for- 
merly fubfifled  upon  property,  but  muft  in 
future  depend  upon  his  induflry ;  envy  not 
the  condition  of  the  rich,  who  riot  in  gluttony 
and  voluptuoufnefs ;  difeafe,  vexation,  and 
infupportable  melancholy  are  their  companions. 
You  toil,  but  that  procures  you  health,  tran- 
quillity, andcheerfulnefs.  The  landlord  of  the 
foil  whofe  heart  is  burfling  with  care  and  dif- 
eafe, in  his  gilded  chamber,  would  give  all 
his  property  to  enjoy  the  health  and  cheerful- 
nefs  of  his  fervants  in  the  humble,  but  jovial 
kitchen. 

Read,  teach  your  children  to  read ;  con- 
verfe  frequently  with  one  another  on  all  fub- 
jeds,    but  liilen   to  no   harangues    of  public 

orators  ; 
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orators';  they  u'ifli  only  to  render  your  intlo- 
cencc,  ignorance,  and  induflry,  the  vidims  of 
their  thougi^fcfs  ambition,  that  feeks  to  deftroy 
all  order,  to  rj^ke  a  play-field  for  their  reillefs 
difpofitions ;  whenever  they  accofl  you  with 
their  treacherous  inftrudlion,  tell  them  you 
are  determined  to  follow  the  Yeontenry  of  the 
country  ;  that  clafs  jufi:  above  you- in  the  com- 
munity, who  have  education,  and  underftand- 
ing  to  judge  better  than  you  of  what  evil  mull 
be  borne,  and  what  may  be  remedied ;  that  on 
them  you  place  all  your  confidence,  as  from 
their  commerce  your  induflry  draws  all'it^  fup- 
port,  and  that  you  are  defermined  never  to 
ad:  till  you  are  capable  fiiil  to  underfland, 
left  you  Ihould  be  engaged  in  the  broils  of  a 
drunken  club,  where  the  candles  being  knocked 
out,  friends  beat  friends  in  the  dark,  and 
general  confulion  enfues,  in  w^hich  all  the 
membrs  are  equally  injured  or  deftroyed. 


F  I  N  I  S. 


